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when the news comes out by letter to England he
notes it down : " We were surprised with joy." Yet
if he had said that on the London Stock Exchange
he would probably have gone to the Tower, with a
chance of the confiscation of his New England prop-
erty. He was a good man, but also a wise one in
his generation.

The political history of the Puritan commonwealth
in New England shows that the American Revolu-
tion was not an explosion, but an organic growth
whose roots reached back beyond Winthrop and the
New England fathers. The English Cabinet in the
reign of King George the Third indeed blundered,
but less than is often supposed. It was their chief
misfortune to be late, as it was the fault of their
predecessors to be careless. The reform after the
Andros dmeute did not drive deep enough to cut up
the roots of the danger and prepare peace through
obedience. Or, more likely, the flame of political
Puritanism in this land was too fierce to be quelled
either by oil or water.

The exact net results of the Puritan church and
commonwealth to this land can never be expressed
in any one formula, because Puritanism in our insti-
tutions exists both as a form and as an atmosphere.
Looking only at the form, however, it is safe to ven-
ture this as summary: In this nation so far, in reli-
gion Puritanism has been diminuendo; in politics,
crescendo.y through, in his Diary, Sewall shows
